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The Grapevine

Accomplishments...

e Albany Medical Center’s first open-heart surgery took place 50
years ago, and the department of cardiology recently
celebrated at a ceremony in Choices Café. According to Frank
Strickler, that first surgery, closure of a ventricular septal
defect, was performed at Albany Hospital on May 6, 1958 on
a 6-year-old boy. The surgeons were Ralph Alley, MD, and
Allen Stranaha, MD, Peg DiConza was the scrub nurse and
Audrey Zeh, the perfusionist.

Two Albany Med staffers were among those honored at an
awards dinner held by The Center for Smoking Cessation. Social
Worker John Nash, who serves as the “Butt Stops Here” facilitator
for the program, received the Butt Stops Here Facilitator of the
Year Award. He was recognized for his commitment to tobacco
cessation in the clinical setting and in his community. As a facilita-
tor for over six years, Nash has helped hundreds of smokers quit.
Robert Paeglow; MID, assistant director of predoctorate education,
was honored for his dedication to addressing the dangers of
tobacco use with all of his patients as a standard of care.

Did you know?

¢ A NICU bereavement support group, Empty Arms Support Group
(EASE), has been started for parents who have suffered mis-
carriage, stillbirth, or infant death. The group meets at the
Ronald McDonald House, 139 South Lake Ave., every third
Tuesday of the month from 7-8:30pm. If you would like more
information about EASE, please contact Amy at 782-7038,
paddingtn5@aol.com or Barry at 518-237-5553, barryz-
davis@hotmail.com.

Nadine Hempel, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, Sita Subbaram, PhD,
postdoctoral fellow, and Amanda Melillo, graduate student, were
awarded “Outstanding Young Investigator” and “$500 Travel
Awards” at the 15th Annual Society for Free Radical Biology and
Medicine Meeting, in November in Indianapolis. These awards
recognize exceptional young scientists, and were judged by
experts in the field of free radical biology.

Clifford Honored for ‘Distinguished Service'

Research Spotlight

Whether it is basic science exploration or clinical trials, it is the
discoveries made at Albany Med that help to ensure that the
residents of northeastern New York—and beyond—benefit from
the latest and most promising diagnostic techniques, treatments
and therapies.

New and Notable Grants Awarded July-September 2008*:

Lauren Jacobson, PhD

“Glucocorticoid & corticosteriod receptor-dependence of HPA
activity and behavior”

National Institute of Mental Health/National Institutes of Health
(4-year, $989,000 grant)

Dana Crawford, PhD

“The involvement of Adapt78 in Alzheimer's disease and
Down Syndrome”

National Institute on Aging/National Institutes of Health
(2-year, $133,000 grant)

Ceshi Chen, PhD
“The Role of WWP1 E3 Ubiquitin Ligase in Human Breast Cancer”
American Cancer Society (4-year, $960,000 grant)

Anthony Ritaccio, MD and Gerwin Shalk, PhD
“A Brain-Based Communication and Orientation System”
Department of Defense (3-year, $1.137 million grant)

Harold Singer, PhD

“Calcium/Calmodulin Activated Kinases in Smooth Muscle”
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute/National Institutes of Health
(1-year, $393,000 grant)

C. Michael DiPersio, PhD

“Regulation of MMP-9 mRNA stability and tumor growth

by -3,1 integrin”

National Cancer Institute/National Institutes of Health (4-year,
$1.303 million grant)

——

Note of Gratitude

The following letter was sent to COO Gary Kochem. With the writer’s per-
mission, he wanted to share it with the entire Albany Med community.

Dear Mr. Kochem,

On Saturday, August 2, 2008, our daughter, Catherine, was to marry
the love of her life in a beautiful wedding ceremony followed by an
exquisite reception in Colonie, NY. We had planned the wedding down
to the smallest detail and knew that the day would be perfect.

We were at the reception site at 8:30 on Saturday morning...when we
received a phone call from our daughter. Her soon-to-be husband had
been involved in an accident early that morning and had been transferred
to the trauma unit of Albany Medical Center. She was certain that he
would be taped up and would be at the wedding that afternoon. We
dropped everything and found our way to Albany Medical Center. Upon
seeing our future son-in-law, we knew immediately that he would not be
released that day to get married.

Our daughter had been dreaming of a perfect wedding for years and
we knew that it was not going to happen as planned. Irving, our soon-
to-be son, told his bride that he still wanted to marry her that day and
that she should call their priest and have him come to the hospital, and
then she should go home and get dressed in her wedding dress and
meet him back at the hospital at 1:30, the time of the planned ceremony.

Shaken, and realizing that her dream wedding was not going to
happen, our daughter arrived at the emergency room. The nurses on duty
that afternoon...went well beyond the call of duty. Catherine’s siblings
and aunts and uncles had traveled from out of state to see [the couple]
married; they knew they would have to stay in the waiting room during
the ceremony, but they came to the hospital to see her in her wedding
dress and to show their love and support for the newlyweds. After some
discussion with the doctors, the nurses had the relatives crowd into the
emergency room to watch. They downloaded the wedding march onto
their computer, turned up the speakers and played it as the flower girl
dropped daisies in the hallway before the matron of honor and the
bride and her Dad walked down the hall and into the emergency room.
They closed the door during the ceremony, giving us privacy, and when
we opened the door..., they all cheered and clapped as we exited. The
nursing staff at your facility definitely went above and beyond to help
make the wedding ceremony one that we will never forget. Our children
did not have the wedding that we had planned, but your staff made sure
that they did have a beautiful ceremony. We want to express our sincere
and much appreciated gratitude to your staff and hope that you will rec-
ognize them for their kindness and caring during this special time.

As an update, a few weeks later when Irving was feeling better, our
children were married in St. Augustine’s Church and had the reception as
planned. But everyone will always remember the wedding at Albany Med.

George Clifford, PhD, Michelle R Lennartz, PhD Sincerely,
center, administrator of_ “Role of Fc Receptor in athersclerotic plaque progression” Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Smolnik
the department of medi- Syracuse

cine and administrator

for the division of HIV

Medicine, received a

Distinguished Service

Award from the NYS

Department of Health for

outstanding service in the

field of HIV/AIDS. Health

Commissioner Richard

Daines, right, presented

the award on Dec. 2 at a ceremony at the Empire State Plaza. Clifford
began his career in AIDS education and policy in 1987 in the Division
of Program Services in the NYC Department of Health. He was promoted
to the position of AIDS coordinator for the NYC Department of
Management and Budgets. Clifford is an active member of the com-
munity and sits on the board of directors of the Names Project and
on the steering committee for the Community AIDS partnership.
Shown at left is Humberto Cruz, director of the AIDS Institute.

Heart and Lung and Blood Institute/National Institutes of Health
(2-year, $394,000 grant)

Timothy Sellati, PhD

“Modulating MMP-9 and Neutrophil Recruitment: A Therapeutic
Strategy for Tularemia”

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease/National
Institutes of Health (4-year, $1.24 million grant)

Yunfei Huang, PhD

“The mTOR pathway in neuronal death and epileptogenesis”
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke/National Institutes
of Health (4-year, $1.226 million grant)

*this list represents only highlights due to the many research
projects underway at any given time
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Proud to Work
at ‘Best Place’

A group representing employees
at the Medical Center, including
Albany Med President Jim Barba,
left, attended a Dec. 4 luncheon
at the Crowne Plaza in Albany to
celebrate Albany Med, for the
fifth year in a row, being named
one of the “Best Places to Work”
in the Capital Region. Albany Med
is one of very few institutions to
have won the award five years in
a row. Congratulations to all!

November

Celebrating During December...

30 Years

Joyce Gayne, Richard Kernan, Martha Lepow
Mary Ellen Plass, Karen Sigond, Kenneth Urquhart

20 Years

Carol Foglio, Christine Varley

15 Years

Tobie Dorn, Michelle Eastman, Kathleen Gleason
Rona Hammer, Josephine Lee, Daphne Mae Porter
Carol Smith, Elaine Tune

10 Years

Patricia Adams, Wendy Cragan, Laurie DeWeerdt
Kim Hein, Medina Kanic, Elisabeth Kutzer
Andrea Lefton, Michelle Leith, Amy Liptak-Cook
Mark Lord, Deborah Powers, Eija Rougle

Gina Sleeper, Ernest Willett

5 Years

Caryn Anatriello, Steven Bardwell, Regina Bianchino
Mario Cadet, Thomas Dolin, Jen Farmer, Lori Foley
Kristina Fournier, Evelyn Goins Cesar Guerra
Constance Hanna, Minnie Marie Ibasco, Marie Kaye
Dale Kleitgen, Erica McLeod, Jennifer Mende

Harry Milman, Jean Mischler, Esma Mostarlic

Mary Ellen Pieciuk, Alfonzo Rawlinson

Gail Robinson, Amanda Rudzik, Bernardino Surla
Lynette Tucker, Aurora Zappa

ALBANY MED TODAY
Vol. 3, No. 23 » December 30, 2008

Albany Med Today is published twice a month by the Public Relations
Department for the employees, staff, students, alumni, board members
and volunteers of the Albany Medical Center.

Comments and story suggestions can be directed to the Albany Medical
Center Public Relations Department, 43 New Scotland Avenue (Mail
Code 125), Albany, N.Y. 12208 or by faxing to (518) 262-3880, or by
calling (518) 262-3421.

ALBANY MEDICAL CENTER OFFICERS

James J. Barba Kim Fine
President and Chief Executive Officer Senior Vice President for Policy,

Steven M. Frisch, MD

Executive Vice President of IDS and
Hospital Systems General Director
William C. Hasselbarth
Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer

Gary J. Kochem

Executive Vice President and Chief

Planning and Communications

Catherine Halakan
Senior Vice President for Human Resources

George T. Hickman
Senior Vice President and Chief
Information Officer

Lee R. Hessberg
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

Operating Officer

Vincent Verdile, MD
Dean and Executive Vice President for
Health Affairs

Terri Cerveny

Noel Hogan
Senior Vice President and Chief
Compliance Officer

Bernadette Pedlow

e “Light up the Night” raises $140,000 ¢ Albany Med ranks ninth out of 88

e Libby Andrus, RN, named 2007 ¢ Department of pathology named one of the Top 25 pathology research e Advanced GE Innova bi-plane
Employee of the Year departments by the United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology, Inc. angiography suite opens

e Evacusleds installed to expedite e Comprehensive Care Center for Eating Disorders of Northeastern New e Albany Medical College holds
patient evacuation in emergencies York opens 170th commencement ceremonies
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* R. Wayne Diesel elected Chairman of the
Board of Directors (effective June, 2009)

e Albany Med receives prestigious Stroke
Center Certification once again from the

- Senior Vice President for Development
to benefit emergency department

e Researchers receive $1.36 million
from Department of Defense to study

academic medical centers for high
performance in quality and safety
in University HealthSystem Consor-
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Chief Operating Officer, Albany

. o BE Ferkinene Ve ied mermes] vl brain-computer interface technology tium study from Joint Commission Medical College Nursing Officer
February April dean for clinical affairs e Outgoing State Senate Majority October D b Timo_th/y W. Duffey € South Clinical c,e“g’ P°¢" Z"Dd « Administrati
e Albany Med seeks state approval  * Department of Health reports that Albany Med’s cardiac surgical team e College awarded a $5.4 million NIH Leader Joseph Bruno pledges $25 ecember Ig;:rsr/,o:;as Director - AMC South Clinica ice Dean for Academic Administration
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- Ferdinand Venditti, MD
Louis Filhour, RN Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs and
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for the largest hospital expansion outperformed every team in state by posting the lowest mortality for million in state funding for NICU

project in the history of north- a three-year period (2003-2005) in certain procedures
eastern New York—a $360 million e 50th anniversary of Albany Med’s first open heart surgery

medical complex e Elizabeth Blackburn, PhD, and Joan Steitz, PhD, become first women

* Albany Med receives $50,000 scientists to receive Albany Medical Center Prize in Medicine and
grant from Ferraioli Foundation Biomedical Research

to help improve outcomes for

e ‘Dancing in the Woods' fundraiser cele-
brates 25th year

e State grants approval for the largest
hospital expansion project in the history
of northeastern New York

e Business Review honors Albany Med at

grant to explore development of a
universal flu vaccine
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