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Description 
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model is a unique electronic library of human 
brain anatomy designed to improve teaching and learning of the spatial relationships of 
79 key structures and functional pathways in the nervous system.  These easy-to-use pre-
built or user-defined virtual models can be manipulated freely in 360-degree rotation on a 
PC computer with or without corresponding grey-scale MRIs in 3 standard planes.  
Options include up to 100x zoom, custom color and opacity for each structure.  3D 
models can be saved for later use or screen-captured for slide presentation or printing.   
 
The database files were created by manually demarcating and colorizing the selected 
structures on 2D, high-resolution, grey-scale MRI sections from a normal adult subject, 
then annotating and rendering them in 3D using ITK-SNAP.  ITK-SNAP is an open 
source software application used to segment structures in 3D medical images, developed 
for the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s Visible Human Project.  ITK-SNAP is one of 
many applications built on top of the Insight Segmentation and Registration Toolkit 
(ITK).  For more information, go to http://www.itk.org and http://www.itksnap.org. 
 
To improve the navigation experience with the Albany Medical College Virtual Brain 
Model, a user-only version of the software, without the rendering capability, was created 
by editing the program in Visual C++ Express.  The software, image database, and 
instructions together constitute a file size of less than 100Mb.  
 
While the segmentation, registration, and rendering software used to create the Albany 
Medical College Virtual Brain Model is open-source, the image database and instructions 
are not open-source.  However, the Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model is being 
made available as a public service by Albany Medical College for educational, non-
commercial use, at no charge.  (See License.) 
 
Albany Medical College welcomes inquiries and feedback concerning the Albany 
Medical College Virtual Brain Model.  Please contact Tara A. Lindsley, Ph.D. 
Email: lindslt@mail.amc.edu 
Phone:  518-253-7948 
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Technical Requirements 
 
Minimum system requirements: 

IBM compatible 1.66 GHz processor or faster 
Windows XP or newer 
2 GB RAM and 100 MB hard drive space 

 
 

License 
 
Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model 
Copyright © 2009  Albany Medical College.  All rights reserved.  
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model is made available for educational, non-
commercial use, at no charge, as a public service by Albany Medical College.   
 
By downloading the AMC VBM, you are agreeing to the following terms: 
 
You are permitted to download the Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model solely 
for your own personal use as an educational (non-commercial) tool. 
 
You will not remove or obscure copyright notices from the software, images, image 
captures, printouts, or documentation. 
 
You will not duplicate, distribute, or otherwise transfer the Albany Medical College 
Virtual Brain Model.  You will refer other prospective users to the Albany Medical 
College website (www.amc.edu) for a no-cost educational, non-commercial license. 
 
You accept the work AS-IS.  Albany Medical College has no obligation to provide any 
accompanying services or support.  While every effort has been made to ensure the 
correctness of the work, Albany Medical College makes no guarantee of accuracy. 
 
YOU ACKNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTAND THAT NEITHER ALBANY 
MEDICAL COLLEGE NOR THE DEVELOPERS MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS 
OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING 
WITHOUT LIMITATION ANY WARRANTIES PERTAINING TO 
NONINFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 

http://www.amc.edu/


PURPOSE.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE, ITS 
AFFILIATES, OR THE DEVELOPERS, OR THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICERS, 
EMPLOYEES, AGENTS OR REPRESENTATIVES, BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, 
INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL 
DAMAGES OF ANY KIND (INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION:  PROPERTY 
DAMAGE; PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF 
USE, DATA OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED 
AND BASED ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, 
STRICT LIABILITY OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE) OR OTHERWISE 
ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF 
ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 
 
Neither the name of Albany Medical College nor the names of any developers or 
contributors may be used to endorse or promote any product derived from this software.   
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model acknowledges the use of ITK-SNAP. 
http://www.itksnap.org 
 
 
Click here to print License 
 
Click here to license and download AMC VBM Version 2.0 for PC 
 
 
 
The above content is for the website.  In the software itself, there should be a “Terms of 
Use” page that reiterates the terms of the License, as follows: 
 
Terms of Use 
 
Your use of the Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model constitutes your agreement 
with and acceptance of the following Terms of Use. 
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model is the property of Albany Medical 
College.  It is provided for the sole personal use of the licensed user for educational, non-
commercial purposes only.  Copyright notices on the software, images, image captures, 
printouts, and documentation shall not be removed or obscured.  The Albany Medical 
College Virtual Brain Model may not be copied, distributed or otherwise transferred by 
the licensed user.   
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model is licensed AS-IS.  Albany Medical 
College has no obligation to provide any accompanying services or support.  While every 
effort has been made to ensure the correctness of the work, Albany Medical College 
makes no guarantee of accuracy. 
 

http://www.itksnap.org/


NEITHER ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE NOR THE DEVELOPERS MAKE ANY 
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION ANY WARRANTIES PERTAINING TO 
NONINFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE.  IN NO EVENT SHALL ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE, ITS 
AFFILIATES, OR THE DEVELOPERS, OR THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICERS, 
AGENTS, EMPLOYEES OR REPRESENTATIVES, BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, 
INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL 
DAMAGES OF ANY KIND (INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION:  PROPERTY 
DAMAGE; PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF 
USE, DATA OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED 
AND BASED ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, 
STRICT LIABILITY OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE) OR OTHERWISE 
ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF 
ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 
 
Neither the name of Albany Medical College nor the names of any developers or 
contributors may be used to endorse or promote any product derived from this software.   
 
The Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model acknowledges the use of ITK-SNAP. 
http://www.itksnap.org 
 
Additional licenses to use the Albany Medical College Virtual Brain Model may be 
obtained from Albany Medical College (www.amc.edu) or contact Tara A. Lindsley, 
Ph.D.  Email:  lindslt@amc.edu;  Phone:  518-253-7948. 
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