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The Mission: The Sosa Academy of Medical Sciences will provide advocacy and support for faculty educators, stimulate curriculum development 
and reform across the continuum of medical education, offer a variety of faculty development activities, emphasize the patient-doctor relationship; 
encourage extramural funding for educational activities, and promote educational scholarship in the form of presentations and publications.

The Sosa Academy was inaugurated at Commencement 2005  
with the awarding of two awards:  This year, five faculty awards  
were presented at Commencement. 

Sosa Academy of Medical Science Awards

Dana Crawford, PhD
Center for Immunology and Microbial Disease
Faculty Teaching Scholar Award

Wilson Crone, PhD
Physician Assistant Program
Faculty Teaching Scholar Award

J. Andres Melendez, PhD
Center for Immunology and Microbial Disease
Outstanding Mentor Award

Hamish Kerr, MD
Department of Medicine, Latham Medical Pediatrics
New Teacher Award

Mikhail Torosoff, MD, PhD
Department of Medicine, Cardiology
Educational Development and Innovation Award
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Doctor of Medicine

Christa Rose Abraham

Jacob Kuriakose Abraham

Anu Agarwal 
With Distinction in Research

Eric Sooyong Ahn

Raseefa Anwar

Michael Ryan Aquino

Daniel B. Aruch 
Cum Laude 
With Distinction in Research

Katherine Anne Baerwald

Emma Ester Bendana 
With Distinction in the Study of 
Biomedical Ethics

Ekaterina Brodski-Quigley

Jessica Buczek Shuman

Ankur Ajit Butala

Johanna Moscardon Chang

Jamie Hsien-Chin Chao

Artur Chernoguz 
With Distinction in Research

Joy Christen Commisso

Jonathan Norwood Coolidge

Myrna Luzette Coronado

Jeremy Michael Cotliar

Ryan Cowper

Jeris McKenzie Cox

Geoffrey Brett Crawford 
Magna Cum Laude

Kevin J. Crowley

Kristen Marie DaSilva

Luke Trainer Day

Michael Anthony DiMeola 
Cum Laude

Helen Elizabeth Dinkelspiel  
With Distinction in the Study of 
Biomedical Ethics

Matthew Alan Dow

Amy R. Esposito

Alexandra Evindar

Mahkameh Farhadi

Anne Frances Flynn

Erin Patrice Flynn

Tiffany Megan Forti

Michael Aloysius Freeman 
Magna Cum Laude 
With Distinction in the Study of 
Biomedical Ethics

Michelle Cynthia  
Freeman (Fisher) 
Summa Cum Laude 
With Distinction in the Study of 
Biomedical Ethics

Adam Frisch

Soren Gandhi

Jennifer Lynne Garbaini

Justin Georgekutty 
With Distinction in Research

Sailaja Ghanta

With Distincion in Research

Elaine Marie Giannakos 
Cum Laude

Mary Ellen Tiffany Gilder

Vanessa Leigh Greenberg

Diana Greengold Soffer

Gloria Grace Guptill

Jojo Densel Hammond

Patrick Tobin Hook

Leanna Lyn Huard

David Wayne Humphrey II

Christina Noel Jenkins

Upinder Jodhka

Scott Eric Johnson 
With Distinction in Research

Jaime Michele Jordan

Kurt Anthony Kamel

James Joseph Karambay

Kara-Lynne Kerr 
Magna Cum Laude

Vasudha Koganti

Issam Koleilat 
With Distinction in Research 
With Distinction in the Study of 
Biomedical Ethics

Michael Allan Krieves

Georges Israel Labaze

William C. Lee

Karin Lyn Ljungquist

Melanie Anne Loewenthal

Sohail Mohammed Malek

Sarah Mark

Jill Marie Mazza

Jeannine Marie Miranne 
Magna Cum Laude

Blake Ellington Moore

Mary Elizabeth Moore

Ariel Renee Morse

Amy Elizabeth Mugg

Stephanie Anne Murray

Neelima Myneni

Henry Alexander Nagle

Asha Gopalan Nair

Graduates 2008
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Maya Nanda

Armin Khadjeh Nassiri

Gladys Yee Duen Ng

Christiane Jivir Nsahlai

Alexander Oritseretso Ogedegbe

Ikenna Chikeziri Okpareke

Ikechukwu Ifeanyi Onyedika

Paul Joseph Pace

Elizabeth Denise Paddock

Brandi Rachel Page

Amit Pal

Sara Panahandeh

Nicholas Luke Pantaleo

Amar Parikh

Kathryn Day Parker

Kelly Garrett Parker-Mello

Reisha Rajendra Patel

Jason Thomas Patregnani

Tabitha Francine Perry

Melissa Rebecca Peskin

David Norman Peterson

Michael Lucius Pomerantz

Jaime Marie Puglisi 
Cum Laude

David Z. K. Rabady

Rakesh Ramakrishnan

Ryan William Howard Richman

Gavin Daniel Roach

Carolyn Lee Robertson

Kristine Marie Ross

Ann Elizabeth Rutter 
Cum Laude

Katherine Ruzhansky

Priya Sarin Gupta

Sarah Ingrid Savage

Kevin Michael Semelrath 

Cum Laude

Nisha Shah

Shrenik Pankaj Shah

Samantha Gowri Shankar

Deepraj Singh

Pieter Jan Sebastian Smit

Krishni Aluwihare Somaratne

Leidy Lismeri Soriano

Stephen Michael Stutzman

Meghan Sullivan Candee

Joseph Ray Sutherland

Brian Daniel Swenson

Salvatore John Taliercio

Jonathan Michael Tomasko

Ashlie Ann Roselle Tronnes

Andy Tsan Tsai

Jennifer Wing Chee Tsoi

Victoria Eva Varga 
Cum Laude

Melissa J. Veino

Kathryn Anne Walsh

Harrison Franklin Wang

Sara Jane Westergaard 
Cum Laude

Videth Erica Whitt

Bharat Bhushan Yarlagadda 
Cum Laude 
With Distinction in Research

Jiaying Zhang

Doctor of Philosophy

Patrick W. Bryant

Keylon Levere Cheeseman

Ganary Dabiri

Jaya Dasgupta

Tara Marie Kistler

John Michael Lamar

Teerin Tongtham Meckmongkol

Lisa A. Mingle

Sita Subbaram

Master of Science 
Basic Science

Travis P. Barr

Debarati C. Bhattacharya

Elizabeth Delos Brookins Danz

Katharine E. Halligan

Leroy Joseph

Michael Lawrence Magguilli

Kara Kathryn Alanna Mitchell

Timothy N. Phoenix

Michael Thomas Rozell

Master of Science 
Bioethics

David F. DeMase

Master of Science 
Nurse Anesthesiology*

David Bigin

David Boharski

Heather Dippert

Debra E. Foster

Stacy Gehm

Martine M. Greco

Elizabeth Vineis Greenfield

Dino Kattato

Laura Kukowski

Kevin McCaffrey

Mary Messina

Robert Morse

Peter Socaris

Aryza Yohe

Master of Science 
Physician Assistant Program

Amanda Christine Barnes

Eric Bergman

Sarah Elizabeth Brennan

Donna L. Cisek

Richard Ross Dalaba

Sarah Beth Dimick

Kelly Doherty

Scott M. Doran

Emily Fullerton

Ilaria Samir Gadalla

Jill Diane Gillenwalters

Tara C. Halvax

Stephanie Alexandra Hanzlik

Jessica Mattoon Hatfield

David Johnston

Chris Jones

Kevin Mahoney

Alison Byrne Moore

Razia Naina

Neal David Norton, Jr.

Jennifer E. O’Brien

Bradford Palmer

Marienida Boehn Patam

Daniel Quist

Brooke Wright Riley

Edith Marie Selover

Matthew Shortle

Melanie Kathleen Sloan

Laura Kathryn Stevens

AnneMarie Trevisani

Isabella Visagie

Timothy J. Ward

Graduates 2008

* Upon completion of Requirments
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Officers
(2008-2010)

Christopher Campese, MD ’90 
President

Alan Sanders, MD ’88 
President-Elect

Donna M. Pietrocola, MD ’75 
Treasurer

John Kaplan, PhD ’76 
Secretary

Jeffrey Hubbard, MD ’68 
Historian

Directors

Albert Apicelli, MD ’65
Scott Beegle, MD ’93
Frank Blumenstock, PhD ’77
Tyrone G. Bristol, MD ’92	
John Czajka, MD ’77
Clifford Erickson, MD ’99
Janet E. Gargiulo, MD ’79
Robert Hedderman, MD ’82
David Jones, MD ’97
Kathryn O’Keeffe, MD ’78
Philip Paty, MD ’86
Mary Rappazzo, MD ’76
Jitka Zobal-Ratner, MD ’88
Kevin Roberts, MD ’77
Carol Roeder, MD ’95
Nancy Sapio, MD ’85
Thomas Snyder, MD’69
Martin Stein, MD ’62
G. Sunny Uppal, MD ’86
Vincent Verdile, MD ’84
Robert O. Webster, PhD ’77
Richard Wilmot, MD ’88
Charles Poskanzer, MD ’45 
Emeritus

Albany Medical College  
Alumni Association

Board of Directors Albany Medical 
College Alumni 
Association  
Staff

Karyn J. Connolly
Executive Director of Alumni Relations

Vera N. Kushnir
Alumni Administrative Coordinator

Logan W. McCrady
Membership Coordinator

Jessica Sault
Archivist

Karen Wendling
Assistant Director of Alumni Relations

Thank you to the following photographers  
who provided many of the photos used in this publication:  

Donna Abbott Vhalos, Hans Pennink and Joann Hoose
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At the time of being admitted as a 
member of the medical profession:

I solemnly pledge myself to devote my life to the service of humanity;

I shall give to my teachers the respect and gratitude which is their due;

I shall practice my profession with conscience and dignity;

The health of my patient shall be my first consideration;

I shall respect the secrets confided in me;

I shall maintain by all the means in my power, the honor and the noble 

traditions of the medical profession;

My colleagues shall be my brothers and sisters;

I shall not permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party, 

politics, sexual orientation, or social standing to intervene between my 

duty and my patient;

I shall maintain the utmost respect for human life, even under threat;

I shall not use my medical knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity.

I make these promises solemnly, freely, and upon my honor.

A Physician’s Oath
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2008

 

The Alumni Association of Albany Medical College

Congratulates and Welcomes Our Newest Members

The Class of    



Alumni Office (MC-5) P4800 
Albany Medical College 
47 New Scotland Avenue 
Albany, New York 12208
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